
MINUTES OF A STUDY SESSION OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD ON JANUARY 3, 2019 4:30 P.M.  

***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Paul Whitcomb called the meeting to order. Council members present was Thom Walker, 
Jack Edmonds, Jules Zimmer and Jeff Reynolds. Staff present, Administrator Robert Barbian, 
Finance Director Steve Jackson, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Police Chief Todd Freder-
ick, Community Development Specialist Stephanie Hillesheim, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, 
Wastewater Plant Manager Chris Klinghagen, Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire 
Chief Ron Lawrence and Attorney Damien Toven. 
 
Ladder Truck purchase discussion 
 

Lawrence advised that he has been looking at used ladder trucks. He understands they are 
waiting for townships to approve in March, but would like council direction if they find a great 
deal on one that fits the departments needs. If they find a truck that meets requirements and 
the inspection records look good, he would like approval to send a few guys to look at it in 
person.  
 
Lawrence said if they find something suitable, he would like Jerry Rud and Austin Schneider 
to come with as they both have a lot of experience. Jerry Rud is very experienced in fire 
equipment and Austin Schneider is a very good mechanic.  
 
Zimmer asked where he is looking for used ladder trucks. Lawrence responded that he 
tends to look into areas that do not use them heavily.  
 
Zimmer thinks it is a good option to keep an eye out and jump on any that may be a great 
deal. Lawrence responded that if he were to find one that appears to meet the departments 
requirements, he will present it to the truck committee. Before any commitment to purchase, 
it would be brought to council.   

  
Council and Staff Laptop / Tablets 
 

Jackson showed the council a laptop example, and a tablet example. He asked what the 
council prefers.   

 
Zimmer questioned how much was budgeted in the CIP. Jackson said he believes it was 
$12,000. Frederick has some funds budgeted for that as well. Hillesheim added she is work-
ing with Microsoft on some pricing and options as well.  
 
Jackson said during the year, he was able to get more email accounts available. If the 
Council would like one, they could have a city email account. Hillesheim stated it would be 
helpful if they did have their own email account, staff can have the laptops or tablets set up 
and ready to go for the council. It is also usually recommended for elected officials to keep 
email separate. 
 

 
Sylva Property Lease request 
 

Barbian advised that Larry Doose from Sylva called and reported that Sylva is doing well 
and have increased their business. They are looking for some temporary storage space they 
could rent. One short term option would be in Aero business park. They are looking at using 
approximately 1 acre from January to May. Staff has been looking within the industrial park, 
and there is a spot adjacent to the airport, but there are some trees there. Once the airport 
land issues are resolved, it may be a good spot for them to purchase. For now, they are 
wondering if there is ability to lease an acre or 2. Doose stated that they would put the land 
back into the same condition that it was when he began using it.  
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Zimmer said it is helping a business out as long as they will bring the land condition back to 
same.  
 
Another piece is allowing the use of right of way, as he would move materials on that right 
away so they would not be on the airport property.   
 
As of now, preliminary thoughts are a lease cost of $2000 an acre, and an agreement would 
be drafted and come back for the council to approve.  

 
 
Personnel Policy Review 
 

Barbian asked if the Council has any feedback on the first draft. Has had some discussions 
from department heads with some recommended changes. Once those changes are made, 
it will be sent out for review and would be approved in an upcoming meeting.  

 
 
West Birch Estates - Amendment to purchase agreement and Development Agreement  
 

Barbian reported that the purchase agreement with Central MN Housing Partnership has 
expired and they would like to extend that. They are working with their bond issuer, as they 
were over budget. Some cuts were made and they are close to an agreement. They are re-
questing the agreement to be extended to June. The Planning Commission would review 
any changes to the site plan. Aside from the dates, there has not been many changes to the 
agreement. The Developer’s agreement would be signed at closing.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPORVE THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT AMENDMENT AND DE-
VELOPERS AGREEMENT.  REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Edmonds arrived at 4:58 
 
 

Lawrence reported on their first call of the year. They rescued a horse out of a swamp it had 
fallen through the ice into. The thread has been shared hundreds of times on Facebook.  

 
 

Hillesheim reported on the downtown discussion scheduled for January 17th at the Library. 
Barbian said it would be a good meeting to attend. It will be posted to cover the council and 
boards in case a few would like to attend.   

 
Presentation to Outgoing Mayor Paul Whitcomb 
 
Barbian presented a plaque to Mayor Paul Whitcomb for the 20 years he has served on the 
Council.  
 
Whitcomb spoke about all the things he has participated in over the past 20 years on the City 
Council. There is Walmart, Kwik Trip, Aldi’s, providing a Fire Substation in Wyanette Township, 
2 Round-a-bouts, 2 bridges replaced, Habitat for Humanity Homes, and a new public safety 
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building that no tax dollars were used to build. The staff and Council have been wonderful. It 
has been a great 20 years.  
 
Adjournment 
 
ZIMMER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE STUDY SESSION AT 5:04PM. REYNOLDS SECOND-
ED THE MOTION. MEETING ADJOURNED 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins 
City Clerk     ATTEST: 

________________________   
    

Paul Whitcomb, Mayor 


